
Christmas Gatherings
Dec. 5, St Paul - Denton, TX 
(Jennifer Rasch) 

• May God guide us as we plan and 
host the Christmas decorating and 
caroling event for internationals and 
their friends and families. May they 
see the Savior clearly and feel 
welcomed in the family of God.

Dec. 9, St Paul - Austin, TX 
(Marcia Mittwede) 

• May many internationals participate 
in our end-of-semester Christmas 
potluck. May they show interest in 
the free Bibles and other materials 
we will have available for them.

Dec. 9, Campus Lutheran - Columbia, MO 
(Beth Greimann)

• May God grant much joy as 
international students and their 
children build gingerbread houses 
and hear aspects of the Christmas 
story. 

Dec. 13, Trinity - Norman, OK 
(Vickie Loemker) 

• May God grant good fellowship and 
good connections during our end-
of-semester cooking and food 
sharing day. May we learn about 
foods from many countries as some 
bring a dish and others lead us in 
preparing one. May the students be 
curious about Christmas and willing 
to take a Bible home.

For all home Christmas events
• Praise God for each Christian family 

who invites an international student 
or scholar into their home for a meal 
or to join them in a Christmas event.

• May God grant wisdom to each 
Christian in sharing aspects of the 
Christmas story in a culturally 
sensitive way, allowing pauses and 
granting opportunities for questions 
to be asked and thoughts to be 
shared.

Campus Lutheran Church
Columbia, MO
Beth Greimann

• Praise for six new international 
families attending regularly on 
Sunday mornings. 

• May the children of these families 
grow in knowledge and faith as they 
attend our Grace Road children's 
ministry.

• Praise God that five of the second 
and third graders who received 
Bibles in September were 
international children.

• May God help us welcome 
international families into all of our 
congregational events, including our 
Meet Me at the Manger display of 
many Nativity scenes and our 
children’s Christmas Program.

Concordia University
St Paul, MN
Anna Gruen

• Praise God that a South Asian 
student who is not yet a follower of 
Jesus is reading the Pentateuch. 
May God reveal himself to this 
student.

• Praise God that a Japanese student 
is very curious about the faith. May 
God work in this student through 
Christian friends and through 
studying Scripture.

Immanuel Lutheran Church and 
Student Center
Macomb, IL
Rev Chris Hull

• May God protect the parents of O 
from Nigeria, whose parents had to 
flee Nigeria due to persecution of 
Christians. 

• May God guide O as he grows in 
faith through catechesis and is 
discipled.

Good end to the fall semester
• May God encourage international 

students who are finishing their first 
semester of study in the US. May 
God help them handle the end of 
semester stresses. 

• May God move the Christian friends 
of these international students to 
pray for them, gently encourage 
them, and stand beside them 
through difficulties.

• May God grant students wisdom in 
completing all their work and, as 
needed, communicating with their 
professors and requesting 
extensions. 

• May God guide all international 
researchers and lecturers in 
finalizing grades for courses they 
have taught and grant them wisdom 
in planning how to spend any break 
time. 

Newly Arriving Students and 
Scholars 
• Praise God for the international 

students and scholars arriving in 
December and January.

• Pray that they would receive a warm 
welcome, adjust well to their 
university and meet Christian 
friends.

Receiving from International 
Students and Scholars
• Praise God for the amazing 

experiences, skills and knowledge 
that each international student and 
scholar brings to their university and 
community.

• Pray that Christians serving among 
these students and scholars would 
graciously receive from them as well 
as share with them. 

• Praise God for how he deepens and 
blesses our relationships through 
both giving and receiving.

LWML Grant Applications
• Praise God that ISM Inc. has 

submitted grant applications to four 
LWML Districts.

• Pray for wisdom for the committees 
reviewing the following grants:

• Michigan District - Blessing 
International Students at More US 
Universities, $20,000

• Utah Idaho District - Equipping 
Church Workers to Bless 
International Students, $5,000

• Washington Alaska District - 
Equipping Church Workers to Bless 
International Students, $5,000

• Central Illinois District - Christ 
Centered Materials and Events for 
International Students and Scholars, 
$10,000

• Pray that each of these would be 
included in that district’s ballot of 
Mission Grants and would be chosen 
by the women of each district at 
their conventions in April, May and 
June. †
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