
ISMPrayers September 2026

Date Sensitive 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Denton, TX
Jennifer Rasch
• Sept. 12: May God lead students to 

attend the potluck meal and share 
prayer requests with others. May 
God open their ears to the gospel 
message that is shared in word 
and song.

• Sept. 26: As the students gather in 
small groups in Americans’ homes 
for dinner and a movie, may they 
learn about American culture 
through shared food and iconic 
movies. May relationships be built 
that become bridges to the gospel.

Not Date Sensitive

For international students as they 
arrive and settle
• May God help each international 

student carry the visible and 
invisible burdens of transitioning 
into life at a university. 

• May God provide each 
international student with Christian 
friends who are present with them 
and listen to them.

• May God comfort each 
international student during times 
of loneliness even when 
surrounded by others. 

• May God assure them of his 
presence and pour his healing 
grace into their lives. 

For graduates looking for work
• May God open the door for 

employment in their field of study 
for each international student who 
is eligible. 

• May the Holy Spirit encourage any 
who feel hopeless and move them 
to ask Jesus for help. 

• May God move their Christian 
friends to stay in touch and pray 
for international students who 
have moved to other states or 
have returned home. 

• May God provide new Christian 
friends to continue to mentor and 
encourage each one whom Jesus 
has brought into his kingdom. 

For all ISM Sites
• May God grant joy and wisdom to 

site leaders as they engage with 
new students and start their fall 
programs. 

• May God move more Christians to 
serve as volunteers, walking 
alongside international students 
and scholars and their family 
members.

• May God open the hearts of 
congregation members to warmly 
welcome each international 
student who attends an event, 
church service or Bible study.

Highlands Circuit New Jersey
• Pray for wisdom and good 

collaboration as pastors and 
members of 12 congregations of 
the Highlands Circuit in northwest 
New Jersey engage with 
international students at William 
Patterson University (200), County 
College of Morris (130), Ramapo 
College (60), Sussex County 
Community College (40), 
Centenary University (15), and St. 
Elizabeth University (14). 

• Praise God for the encouragement 
that some pastors felt when 
learning that international students 
often value relationships with 
people in their 60s and over.

• Praise God for all that was learned 
during the seminar Aug. 23 on 
starting ministry among 
international students. 

• May God bless each one as they 
connect with international 
students and plan Thanksgiving 
dinners for them. 

Friendship House
East Lansing, Michigan
Michigan State University
• Pray for safe travels for all the 

international students and scholars 
making the journey to East 
Lansing. 

• Give God thanks for new 
beginnings, new friendships, and 
new opportunities for connection 
and care as we begin our fall 
semester.

First Lutheran Church
San Diego State University 
Kathleen Vaughn
• For more members of First 

Lutheran and Prince of Peace to 
start serving international 
students. 

• May God open doors to meet more 
students on campus. 

• May God raise up some student 
leadership to help organize events 
on campus. 

• May God bless our relationships 
with international students. 

University of California San Diego
University Lutheran Church  La Jolla
Liza Churikov
• May God guide Liza and the 

Taiwanese members as they 
interact with students during 
tabling at UCSD. 

• That students will find University 
Lutheran Church just across the 
street from campus.

• May God work through each one 
involved in these efforts: Andrina, 
Carl, Charles, Kathleen, Lance, 
Liza, and Pastor Peter. 

ISM St Louis
Sharon Riordan
• Praise God for an encouraging 

start to the twice a month dinners 
for international students at 
Maryville University. 

• Praise God for the involvement of 
Pastor Dixon Gbeanquoi in 
mobilizing seminary students to 
minister among international 
students at universities in St. 
Louis. 

• Praise God for the wonderful 
support of Pastor Erik Johnson in 
engaging students and opening his 
church for ISM St Louis events. 

ISM Inc. Board
• Praise God for Barry Rowold 

serving as Treasurer for ISM Inc. 
• Praise God for Rev. Bill Jensen’s 

faithful service on the ISM Inc. 
Board from 2022 to 2026. May 
God continue to guide him as he 
serves as campus pastor at 
Wittenberg Lutheran Student 
Center. 

• Praise God for the faithful board 
members as they encourage site 
leaders, thank donors, and share 
expertise in management, finance, 
communication, and organizational 
growth. 

• Pray for wisdom in identifying and 
recruiting new board members.


