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Mini In Depth in Denton, Texas
Jennifer Rasch
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Denton, Texas
University of North Texas

I WAS surprised and 
disappointed in 

November when I 
learned that ISM’s In 
Depth Bible Seminar 
was being canceled. I 
had hoped to invite a 
student who attends a 
home church as well as 
another young lady 
who had been baptized 
in another church but 
had just started 
attending catechism 
classes at St. Paul. She 
had grown up attending 
church with her Christian mother, but 
her father was Hindu. Another student 
has a Muslim background but is 
asking some really good questions 
with an open heart. Vacation is a time 
when she is free, and she had hoped 

to attend the in-person In Depth. I 
prayed with my husband about what 
to do and explored how I might meet 
with these students and perhaps 
others during the semester break. 

Equipping Conference 2026
Come, be equipped for ministry among 

international students and scholars May 28-30 in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Learn more and register here:

www.isminc.org/equip

(Continued - See "DENTON" on page 3)

Two students join Jennifer in grilling some meat for lunch.

ISM Inc. 
Annual Report 2025

ONE YEAR ago, Trinity Lutheran 
Church (TLC) in Auburn, Ala., had 

just launched an ESL ministry that 
featured four classes, ranging from 
beginner to advanced speakers. We 
had plenty of volunteers, participants, 
and teaching materials, but we 
weren’t equipped to share the Gospel. 

Our church had 
some Bibles to give 
away, but they were all advanced 
English texts that were not suitable for 
our international students. We didn’t 
have any materials for children nor for 
students who had never heard of 
Christianity. Our volunteers knew that 

G OD IS doing great things in the 
lives of international students and 

scholars. Lutheran churches and 
campus ministries continue to develop 
caring relationships and share Christ’s 
love in word and deed with 
international friends. A new sense of 
urgency emerged in 2025. 
International students and scholars 
experienced great uncertainty as 
many visa regulations tightened and 
as the opportunities to find Optional 
Practical Training after graduation 
decreased. Those who cannot find 
employment return home years earlier 
than they anticipated. This means they 
have less time to meet and develop 
solid relationships with Christians who 
would get to know them, listen to 
them, encourage them and pray for 
them. It is our mission as International 
Student Ministry Inc. to encourage 
and equip those local volunteers and 
leaders who are eager to love these 
visitors and gain the trust needed to 
share Jesus with them. 

(Continued - See "REPORT" on page 4)

(Continued - See "BOOKS" on Page 2)

(Continued - See "IN DEPTH" on Page 3)

Blessings Turned into Books
Katie Olszowy
Trinity Lutheran Church, Auburn, Ala.
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Welcome Jane Robinson, 
Donor Liaison

A S ISM sees the opportunities God 
is setting before us to encourage 

and equip new sites across the 
country, we have contracted with 
Jane Robinson, Concordia River Forest 
graduate, to serve as our Donor 
Liaison. She is guiding us in listening 
well to those who give so generously to 
ISM Inc. and is inviting more people to 
partner with us. This will allow us to 
welcome more congregations and 
campus ministries into the joys of 
service among international students 
and scholars. You will see occasional 
articles by Jane, and she may contact 
you by email or phone. †

You may welcome Jane at 
Jane@isminc.org

Beyond Your Lifetime: 
Keep Sharing the Gospel with the Nations
Jane Robinson
ISM Inc. Donor Liaison

A T INTERNATIONAL Student 
Ministry Inc., we are dedicated to 

reaching the nations right here on 
American campuses. You can sustain 
this mission for years to come without 
writing a check. Planned giving is a 
simple way almost anyone can leave a 
spiritual legacy.

Your IRA, 401(k), Donor Advised 
Fund, or life insurance policy each 
have beneficiaries. By naming ISM Inc. 
as one of the beneficiaries, you leave a 
gift that costs nothing now but 
ensures that future generations of 
international students will be blessed 
through friendships and will encounter 

the Gospel through local sites.
Impact Note: Even a small 

percentage of a 
retirement account 
will bless 
international 
students and 
those who 
minister among 
them. †

For more information: 
Contact Donor Liaison Jane Robinson 
(jane@isminc.org) or (715) 869-6460

sooner or later, students would begin 
asking questions about Christianity, 
and we wanted to be prepared with 
free materials to give them.

I had been participating in 
monthly Zoom calls with International 
Student Ministry, Inc. and heard that 
$500 grants were offered to churches 
seeking Christ-related materials for 
international students. I applied for 
and received the grant, which was a 
huge blessing! With just $500, our 
church was able to purchase easy-to-
read Bibles, basic study Bibles, 
children’s Christian coloring books, 
and Christian texts in more than a 
dozen languages. 

Sure enough, our ESL students 
started asking for Christian materials 
in their own languages, simply 
because they were curious. Our 
volunteers were able to direct them to 
our new “international library” where 
students could take home as many 
books as they wanted. Some students 
wanted easy-to-read Bibles while 
others wanted to take home Luther’s 
Small Catechism. Most students 
wanted a version of the Bible in their 
native language because they’d never 
read one before. We’ve had 
international students visit TLC 
because they know they can get a 
free Bible without any questions 
asked.

Today, we host two Bible 
studies—one for women during the 
daytime and an evening class for 
university students. We use the 
materials purchased with our grant to 
lead these classes. Our students have 
read through Matthew, Luke, most of 
Genesis, and we’re currently reading 
through Paul’s letters. Our students, 
and the materials we bought, are such 
a blessing! TLC has become a 
safe space for students to learn 
about Christianity, ask critical 
questions about faith, and make 
friends with people from around 
the world. We were incredibly 
blessed to receive that grant, 
and we’ll soon need more 
materials for students! Interested 
in applying for the ISM Resource 
Grant? Visit 
isminc.org/resourcesgrant 
for more information. †

Some materials in Trinity’s “international library”

"BOOKS" continued from page 1
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We decided on a four-day In Depth 
study at our home from Jan. 2 to Jan. 
5. I set aside time to prepare for our 
study, which covered some of the 
catechism and some of John’s gospel. I 
wanted the students to know that this 
study was something worth their time. 

We gathered at noon for a meal. 
Several felt comfortable enough to step 
into the kitchen and help me with food 
preparation. They all tell me that we are 
family, and some of them call me Mom. 
Hospitality is such an important part of 
their cultures, and I was happy that we 
could share that before getting into the 
study.

Six students were part of the 
seminar, each attending when they 
were able. Each day, we studied part of 
the Apostles’ Creed. We read through 
the section together, then my husband 
and I asked open-ended questions to 
see how they might apply it to their 
lives and to check for understanding. 
Discussing the Trinity brought out many 
questions from both Christians and 
Muslims. The divinity of Jesus was 
discussed again and again. As we 
studied the gospel of John, we talked 
about Jesus’ “signs” of his divinity as 
he healed people and even raised the 
dead. 

One participant compared Jesus 
and Moses, saying that Moses also did 
miracles, and raised the dead, and he 
wasn’t God. I started to say that our 
book was different, but my husband, 
Ivan, took a different approach. He said 
that Jesus said he was God, and 
pointed to places to back that up. I said, 
“Jesus said he was God, so either he 
was lying…” The Muslim student didn’t 
let me finish. She said a very stern 
“NO!” She was listening very closely to 
Ivan. She is now reading a Bible in her 
own language. She’s been sharing what 
she is learning with her mother, who is 
visiting for several weeks.

In those four days, we had so many 
meaningful conversations. One newly 
baptized man who studies English 
literature had many insights about 
John’s gospel. He loved the symbolism 
of light and the Word. One of the young 
ladies who attends our weekly Bible 
study loved the seminar so much that 
she wants me to offer two more this 
year! By meeting for several hours, she 
felt we had more time for discussion. †

"IN DEPTH" continued from page 1

The Holy Spirit Makes Us Bold
Sue Hasselbring
ISM Inc. Ministry Catalyst

E IGHT PARTICIPANTS who were 
born in Central Asia, East Asia, 

Latin America, and Africa participated 
in our online In Depth Bible Study 
from Dec. 29 to Jan. 9, studying the 
book of Acts for one hour each 
morning. Four came from countries 
where Christians face persecution. All 
were concerned by recent changes to 
visa regulations and activities related 
to foreigners living in the United 
States. They wondered whether they 
might lose their visa or be detained. 
The fourth-grade daughter of one 
participant was listening in but 
standing politely out of sight. As we 
discussed and shared together, she 
occasionally asked her mother if she 
could share an answer! She caught 
details about the passages that others 
missed. 

For each passage we reflected on: 
• what we learn about God
• what we learn about ourselves, 

Jesus’ followers, or people in 
general

• what promises God offers to us 
• what we might say to God or ask 

of God

The participants were struck by 
how frequently Christians were 
persecuted and how the Holy Spirit 

gave them boldness to continue to 
share. They were amazed at how God 
transformed Paul and welcomed 
people from all backgrounds into his 
Kingdom. 

Emily from east Asia was one of 
the participants. As the mother of an 
undergraduate student, she lives in 
the U.S., working remotely, writing 
books on leadership, and growing in 
faith. 

Two weeks after our study 
ended, she shared: “This year, I sense 
God giving me a renewed vision and 
new direction. I feel refreshed, 
strengthened, and encouraged—
thanks be to God. My Muslim friend 
returned here last month and 
continues her postdoctoral research 
at the university. I have had 
opportunities to share the gospel with 
her. 

“I participate in a small group 
Bible study which functions as a 
home group. The pastor nominated 
me to receive training to serve as a 
Bible study facilitator. I often revisit 
the PowerPoint materials from our 
online Bible study and continue to 
reflect on and deepen my 
understanding of God’s Word through 
them. I am applying what I learned 
through prayer, writing devotional 
reflections, and sharing with others.”

We praise God for how he 
worked in those who participated in 
the online In Depth Bible Study. †

We praise God that ISM Inc. 
received more than $3,000 in 
2025 through Thrivent Choice. 
Thrivent members may direct 
their 2025 Choice Dollars before 
the end of March. Call 800-847-
4836 and say “Choice.”  Press 1 
for a representative. Say “ISM-
space-Inc.” Confirm the address 
is on “Donovan Ave.” Or direct 
your Choice Dollars online. May 
God bless you!

March 31 - Thrivent 
Choice Dollars 
Deadline



different sport than the football he 
played in India.) The 17 students I met 
were from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Spain, and 
Turkey! After meeting students, I 
follow up by texting them and inviting 
them to join our I-Connect 
(Internationals Connect) WhatsApp 
group, so they can stay informed 
about our upcoming activities. 

Our first activity of 2026 was 
CHILL & CHAT. Busy grad students 
need time to do just that. Some of our 
activities included Tai Chi & Chai Tea, 
chatting about what stresses them 
and what relaxes them, which led to 
sharing Philippians 4:6-7. Then we 
played fun games like broom hockey, 
elbow tag, spoons, and Hi Jack. 
Everyone had a good time! As I 
dropped them off at their apartments, 
I offered each one a small card with 
an encouraging Bible verse. They 
seemed happy to read their verse and 
now they have God’s Word to refer to: 
Seeds are being planted. Lord, please 
help them grow! 

The majority of the international 
students at Texas A&M and at our I-
Connect activities are from India and 
are Hindu. We need God’s wisdom and 
patience. May God continue to bless 
and use YOU as you share the Good 
News of Jesus with people from all 
over the world, who have many 
connections in their home country. 
May God’s message spread and 
multiply! 

I read Psalm 126 this morning. I 
encourage you to read it and see how 
our freedom and joy in the Lord can 
be a great witness to the nations. ISM 
site leaders can find encouragement 
from verse 6. We weep for the lost 
and work diligently to plant seeds of 
God’s Word in the hearts of students. 
“He who goes out weeping, carrying 
seed to sow, will return with songs of 
joy, carrying sheaves with him.” The 
Holy Spirit makes this possible! All 
glory and thanks to God! †
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"REPORT" continued from page 1

We praise God for his gracious 
work in and through ISM Inc. during 
2025! He led us in: 

• Coaching and mentoring new 
leaders at 10+ sites both in person 
and online

• Studying God’s word In Depth for 
a week with three international 
students in May 

• Helping 18 participants grow in 
ministry capacity through the 
Equipping Conference

• Distributing $4,600 in grants to 
local sites for Christ-centered 
resources and events

• Facilitating eight sets of video 
calls that encourage and equip 
site leaders and volunteers

• Engaging with Lutheran Women 
in Mission (LWML) and LCMS 
youth at national gatherings and 
Concordia University students at 
the Beautiful Feet Conference

• Speaking at numerous churches, 
schools and women’s groups 

• Welcoming Jane Robinson onto 
ISM Inc. staff as our Donor Liaison

Your prayers and gifts made all of 
this possible. We finished the year 
with income exceeding expenses by 
more than $2,000. Our goals for 2026 
include expanding our support and 
engagement with existing sites and 
mentoring those who are initiating 
ministry among internationals in new 
places across the country. Expanding 
on both of these fronts will depend, in 
part, on our success in acquiring the 
necessary resources. †

Read the full annual report here.
tinyurl.com/ISMAnnualReport2025

"WHERE" continued from back cover

In Honor and 
Memory
W E PRAISE God for each 

person you honor or 
remember as you give to 
International Student 
Ministry, Inc. From August 
2025 through January 2026, 
gifts totaling the following 
amounts have been received:

In Memory of:
• Charles Dasho $20
• Del Dickerson $500
• Robert Dickhudt $1000
• Karen Jaeger $100
• Rev. Dr. Karl Lutze $120
• Eliana Grace Rebedew 

$50
• Carl Selle $1,040

In Honor of:
• Sue Hasselbring $110
• Karol Selle $20
• Linda Sons $35

You can now support ISM Inc. 
through online giving from your 

checking or savings account with 
no transaction fees thanks to 

LCEF and Vanco. 
Give now, here:

secure.myvanco.com/L-ZYE2

http://tinyurl.com/ISMAnnualReport2025
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ISMPrayers March 2026

Winsome Witness
• May God guide Christians in being 

warmly curious about the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan (2/17-
3/19). 

• May God open the door for spiritual 
conversations about prayer, fasting 
and God’s will.  

• May each Muslim who has dreams 
about Jesus or is curious about 
Christianity have a faithful Christian 
friend who will answer questions, 
always pointing them to Jesus the 
Messiah.

Sharon Owens
Connecting International Communities
Arizona State University

• May God bless the 70 students 
participating in a 4-day retreat 
March 8-15 at Camp Aloma. 

• May God use this time for students 
to disconnect from the busyness of 
campus life and draw closer to our 
Savior.

• May God strengthen relationships, 
and may students open their hearts 
to the Gospel.

• May all remain safe. 

• May God grant wisdom and 
direction in leasing space near 
campus where students can build 
community, host Bible studies, 
cultural events, worship gatherings, 
and shared meals. 

Mark Meyer
International Student Fellowship 
University of Nebraska

• May God work through us among 
international students at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

• May God strengthen our newly 
started women’s connection group.

• For relationships with international 
students to deepen during our 
Spring Break Service trip to 
Arkansas.

• May God raise up more American 
Friendship Partners.

Dorinda Werner
I-Connect Ministry 
Texas A&M

• For open hearts to the Gospel in 
“little India” right here in College 
Station, Texas! 

• For God’s blessings on all our 
activities and interactions with 
international students.  

• May the Holy Spirit open hearts to 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

• Thank God for Indian fellowships 
such as Ignite Church and LIFE 
Church in Houston who partner in 
ministry with us.

Vickie Loemker
Trinity Lutheran Church ISM in Norman, Okla.

• Thanks to God for 5 new attendees 
in the English Conversation group 
(so far...)!

• Thanks to God for the volunteer 
who excels at hospitality and makes 
attendees feel welcome (bringing 
coffee and treats every week!).

• May church leaders be open as we 
consider some new ideas for Bible 
study.

• May God lead volunteers to greater 
consistency in attendance.

• May God raise up potential co-
leaders to improve group leadership 
continuity.

Worries and Tensions
• As reports circulate about visa 

changes and detention of 
foreigners in the U.S., may God 
grant peace to each international 
student and scholar.

• May God provide each student and 
scholar with clear and accurate 
information about properly 
maintaining their student or 
research visa.

• May Christian friends of these 
students and scholars show Christ’s 
love to them and encourage them 
during these stressful times. 

• As some students and scholars hear 
of unrest in their home countries, 
may Christ be their rock and may 
their Christian friends pray for them 
and encourage them. 

In Depth Follow up
• Praise God that a participant of the 

May 2025 In Depth was baptized in 
his home country in January. May 
he continue to grow in grace.

• Praise God for the six participants 
in the Mini In Depth and the eight in 
the online In Depth. 

• May God keep each one well 
connected to a faithful 
congregation and guide them in 
continuing to grow in faith. 

• May God continue to work through 
Emily and other In Depth 
participants in sharing what they 
have learned with other 
international students and scholars.

ISM Equipping Conference 
May 2026
• May God guide in the planning and 

scheduling of the May 2026 
Equipping Conference.  

• May this conference be a blessing 
to those starting out in ministry 
among international students and 
scholars and to experienced 
volunteers and site leaders as we 
learn from one another and guest 
speakers. 

Transitions in ISM Inc. 
• Praise God for the eight combined 

years of board service given by 
Weina Qin and Lydia Hartwig and 
the five combined years of service 
of Wren Luft and John Rallison as 
they each transition to other 
vocations. 

• Praise God for the gift of children 
growing in the womb! 

• May God bless board member Lydia 
and husband Spencer Hartwig as 
they prepare for the birth of their 
first son in July, and ISM Staff Wren 
and Ethan Luft as they prepare for 
the birth of their second child in 
August.

• Praise God that ISM 
Communications Director Rev. 
John Rallison has published several 
devotional books; may God bless all 
those who read them.

• Praise God that several people have 
applied for the Communications 
Specialist and Assistant to Ministry 
Catalyst positions.

• May God guide ISM Inc. as we 
interview applicants and hire 
personnel for both positions. †
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M Y FAVORITE part of our new University Lutheran Chapel 
facility is the world map covering one wall. It is a good 

visual, and it also makes it easy to identify where students 
are from. It’s a clever take on the map wall in the engineering 
building on campus that says, “Where will your Aggie Ring 
take you?” Our map asks, “Where Will the Gospel Take You?”

We love our take on their question. Where will God use 
YOU to share his good news? We who serve among 
internationals on campuses across the U.S. are blessed to 
have students from many nations all in one place. We can 
actually be in many “countries” all in one day! God’s given us 
an amazing opportunity to meet, influence, and witness to 
young people from all over the world!

I hosted a table at a New International Student 
Orientation earlier in January and met 17 students who had 
been in the U.S. for less than a month. (One, who had been 
here for one day, was very impressed with Kyle Football 
Stadium but didn’t realize American football is a completely 

(Continued - See "WHERE" on page 4) Dorinda and I-Connect students standing in front of the wall map. 

Where Will the Gospel Take You?
Dorinda Noack Werner
Internationals Connect, University Lutheran Chapel
Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas


