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THINK BACK TO A RETREAT or 
conference that influenced your 

life. What prompted 
you to attend? What 
did you experience 
before? After? In Depth 
Bible Seminar 2025 will 
be a once in a lifetime 
encounter with God 
and His Word for twelve 
to twenty international 
students and scholars. 
Most will be relatively 
new believers, while 
others will have been 
studying God’s Word for 
some time but do not yet profess 
faith. We pray that God will richly 
bless their time at La Salle Retreat 

Center, St Louis, May 14-21. 
Some ISM sites will send two 

or three participants, 
while other participants 
will be the only one from 
their university. For most 
participants, it will be their 
first Christian retreat. They 
will be full of questions, 
with perhaps some anxiety 
or fear. They may wonder: 
What will happen? Will it be 
worthwhile?  

Participants will dig into 
study of both the book of 
John and the Catechism. 

They will visit Concordia Seminary and 
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(Continued - See “Equipping” p. 4)

WHAT A BLESSING to know 
Immanuel! God with us! His 

presence transforms our lives. 
While we associate Immanuel 
with Christmas, God started 
telling people that He is with 
them long before Christ took 
on flesh. In Genesis 26, God 
tells Isaac that He is with 
him. This assurance is 
repeated to Jacob in 
Genesis 28, to Joseph in 
Genesis 48, to Moses in 
Exodus 3, to Joshua in 
Joshua 1, and the list 
goes on and on. For 
indeed, it is not only 
Jesus who is with us 
but the Father and the 
Holy Spirit as well.  Knowing God’s 
presence is key to ministry among 
international students. 

When we know God is with us, we 
relax when we hear tough questions. 

We know His peace and can be 
present with students and scholars 
as they go through hard times. We 

trust His Holy Spirit to work 
through our words, so we are 
less anxious about trying to do 

things perfectly. 
When God the Son 

miraculously became 
human, was born, was 
circumcised, ate with 
sinners, healed the ill 
and more, God showed 
His WITH-ness in more 
tangible ways. Now He 
was visible, touchable, 
hearable. And now, 
Jesus sends us as his 
followers to be His body 

the church. He sends us 
to be visible, touchable, 

hearable. He sends us to 
walk vulnerably with the 

students and scholars whom God 
has brought so near to us. 

May the peace and joy of Immanuel be 
yours this season and always. †

Immanuel — God with Us
Sue Hasselbring
ISM Inc. Ministry Catalyst

In Depth — A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity

In Depth participants at 
the St. Louis Arch

Equipping Conference?  
Just say, “Yes!”

Dorinda Werner, I-Connect Catalyst 
University Lutheran Chapel 
College Station, Texas

OUR INTERNATIONAL’S CONNECT 
(I-Connect) Team from Texas 

A&M suggests you say, “Yes!” to 
the 2025 Equipping Conference! 
The 2024 conference was a great 
bonding and learning experience 
for our team. Olivia and Annie are 
student leaders who are brand new 
to ISM but excited to help. Campus 
Pastor John Karle supports our 
outreach to International Students 
and attended the conference with 

(Continued - See “In Depth” p. 3)

Team bonding as we enjoyed our road 
trip to Oklahoma
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I used to think that my job as a 
pastor was to just share the Word 
about Jesus with people. I didn’t 
realize that I needed a relationship 
with them. I thought they would 
trust me and understand what I 
taught. In fact, ‘relationship’ was not 
even part of how I talked. I didn’t 
understand what others meant by it. 

Through a new visitor at our 
church, I, at age 94, learned the 
importance of relationship. At first, 
when I shared information with our 
visitor, he did not always understand 
me — we did not yet have a 
relationship. Now, even though he 
is still learning about the Triune 
God, he calls me and checks on me. 

He prays for me and my wife. And 
through this relationship, there is an 
open door for me to share the Word 
about Jesus with him. 

I see now that having a 
relationship is the difference 
between being a prophet and a 
pastor. A prophet shares words, 
but a pastor deals with a person in 
his kitchen or garage, creating a 
relationship over lunch with them. 
Having a relationship comes before 
sharing the word about Jesus. 
The care expressed through the 
relationship opens the way for 
understanding the words about 
Jesus. †

The Importance of Relationship
Rev. E. Pete Bruss, Barnhart, Missouri

Rev. Mark Couch spent the 
summer of 2008 praying for 

God’s guidance. As the campus 
pastor at Solid Grounds Student 
Ministries, he serves Western 
Michigan University in Kalamazoo. 
He asked God to reveal opportunities 
to increase domestic 
and international 
student participation 
through Solid 
Grounds. Pastor 
Mark entered the 
Fall 2008 semester 
confident that God’s 
will would become 
clear.

One day, two 
Kenyan students 
came to the Solid 
Grounds house 
inquiring whether 
their Friday evening 
Bible Study might 
meet there. Pastor Mark 
responded, “Of course.” He asked 
the students whether they had a 
pastor helping them. They said “No,” 
and then asked him to serve as their 
pastor. Once again, his reply was “Of 
course.” The Kenyan student ministry 
called itself “Pambazuka” meaning 
“Arise and Shine” in Swahili. Numerous 

prayers were being answered! For six 
years, Pastor Mark regularly facilitated 
the Kenyan student Bible study at the 
Solid Grounds house. He also led their 
fall retreat every year until 2020.

In 2012, three international 
students — one each from Japan, 

China, and Malaysia — found their 
way to Solid Grounds during campus 
orientation. These students became 
the core organizing team for a cookout 
attended by more than 25 international 
students. The following year, Solid 
Grounds was the site of monthly 
gatherings with food and fellowship 

for students from 15 countries. Pastor 
Mark’s prayer to see cross-cultural 
ministry grow at Western Michigan 
was in full swing.

The faces of those at Sunday 
worship gatherings at Solid Grounds 
wonderfully illustrate that God was 

blessing diverse students 
from around the globe and 
domestically. Pastor Mark also 
has engaged with Fullbright 
Scholars from Pakistan and 
South Africa and with American 
and international students who 
were student athletes through 
an informal role as advisor 
to the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.

Prayer — deep and patient 
prayer — is so important. As 
he prayed, Pastor Mark was 
watching for God’s hand at work 
among international students. 
Pastor Mark affirms Ephesians 

3:20 (NIV): “Now to him who is 
able to do immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to him 
be glory in the church and in Jesus 
Christ throughout all generations, 
forever and ever! Amen.” †

The Power of Prayer — To God be the Glory
Ken Bickel, ISM Inc. Board President

Pastor Mark Couch teaching at Solid Grounds house



the LCMS International Center. They 
will bond with each other during visits 
to the Gateway Arch and discussions 
over meals. 

Who can recommend participants? 
Both site leaders and individuals who 
have been sharing Christ’s love with 
an international friend can encourage 
their friend to register. ISM Inc. will 
host three, optional pre-In Depth zoom 
calls for potential participants. These 

will allow international students and 
scholars to meet the team leading In 
Depth, to ask some of their questions, 
and to help them feel more peace 
about attending. Please email Sue as 
soon as someone expresses even a 
small interest.

The leadership team includes Rev. 
Larry Vogel leading catechism sessions 
and Sue Hasselbring, Ministry Catalyst, 
leading sessions on the Bible timeline 
and talking about our faith. We have 
invited a pastor to lead the Bible study 
sessions and await his response. 

We need your prayer support as 
we prepare:

	• May God fill our leadership 
team (one leader for every four 
participants).

	• May God grant wisdom to site 
leaders and friends as they invite 
potential participants.

	• May participants who would 
benefit from a week of in depth 
study hear about the seminar and 
register.

	• May God provide the funds needed 
to host the event as donors 
designate gifts to the “ISM In 
Depth Bible Seminar Scholarship” 
fund. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us. That same Word which 
transforms hearts and minds will be at 
work in those attending In Depth 2025. 
To God alone be the glory. †
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Meet Wren Luft 

Ethan and Wren Luft

(“In Depth” continued from page 1)

LEARN MORE 
about registering or 

giving at 
isminc.org/indepth
Questions? Email 
Sue@isminc.org

from Bethel Larson

Ferris State, WI

My granddaughter Camryn just 

began medical school at CMU. 

When I attended her white coat 

ceremony, I noticed that many 

of the students in her class 

are Indian, as well as a sizable 

number who are obviously 

Muslim. I plan to share ideas 

with her about being a friend of 

Muslims and asking them gentle 

questions about their prayers 

and prophets.

Ministry TidbitMinistry Tidbit
from Judy TangUniversity of Wisconsin International Friendship Center (IFC)

We are studying the book of Mathew with several students. 

Here are some reflections: D (from Asia) says: “To develop deep 

roots, we need to keep connected with God through regular 

prayer and reading the Bible.” L (from Asia) said: “I can feel 

God’s power through these parables … to keep praying and 

keep going.”
A couple quotes from students about the IFC: C (from 

Asia) says: “I’m so happy to join the big IFC family. Now I’m not 

lonely. The classes give me energy and give me a memorable 

life in the U.S.” Q says: “Being with you and the IFC is the 

most memorable time in Madison. You make things so fun and 

interesting.”

Ministry Tidbit
Ministry Tidbit

Wren Luft was looking for a part 
time job through which she 

could serve the Lord as she awaited 
the birth of her first child. As the 
wife of fourth year seminary student, 
Ethan, she hoped to find a job that 
she could continue to serve in after 
her husband receives his first call in 
spring of 2025 to an as yet unknown 
congregation, somewhere in the US.  
When she read that ISM, Inc. was 
looking for an assistant to the Ministry 
Catalyst, she applied. 

Wren had graduated from college 
during COVID and had worked for 
two different companies remotely. 

During her husband’s vicarage, Wren 
had served as an interim office and 
communications manager for his 
congregation. Each of these roles 
prepared her to serve with ISM Inc. 
She is quick to learn new computer 
programs and systems and loves to 
organize information. She is updating 
email and postal mailing lists, helping 
to prepare and send communications 
like the thank you letters to donors, 
the Doorstep News and the ISM Prayer 
Updates. Send her a welcome note at 
isminc@isminc.org.

Praise God with us for the asset 
that Wren is to the ISM, Inc. team. Pray 
for a safe delivery of their first child in 
January. †
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us. I was blessed to learn from more 
experienced ISM leaders. The variety 
of ideas that were shared by those 
serving in different ways at different 
campuses helped our team to think 
creatively as we planned for this 
year. 

Rev. Dr. Christian Tiews taught 
about ministering to Muslims, sharing 
from his experience as a missionary 
in Eurasia. Other sessions focused on 
dealing with honor based cultures, 
cooking & culture, sharing Christ with 
Hindus, English conversation groups 
and more! 

We were moved by God’s love 
that the host church shared with 
us. Now we are extending that love 
to International students at Texas 
A&M University! May God bless and 
guide YOU as you share Jesus with 

international students in your unique 
setting. He promises to be with us 
always as we make disciples of all 
nations! (Matthew 28:18-20) †

Olivia and Annie were forced out of 

their comfort zone during snack time… 

seaweed snacks???

(“Equipping” continued from page 1)

The Equipping Conference was fantastic! We worshiped, 
prayed, listened, learned, and had good conversations. I 
particularly enjoyed the session “How Far is Too Far?” Katie, 
the speaker, gave us examples of certain practices of other 
religions. She had us vote on whether we thought it would 
be okay or not okay to participate in the practice. We then 
discussed the practices in more detail. This session made me 
stop and ponder practices of other religions and prepared 
me for possible future encounters with students. I realized 
that it is best to not participate in certain practices while 
others are okay. The Equipping Conference was a unique and 
valuable experience. It definitely helped to prepare me for my 
role ministering among international students on the student 
leadership team at University Lutheran Chapel. †

Pondering Religious Practices
Annie Thoelke
I-Connect Student Leader
College Station, Texas

The 2025 ISM Equipping Conference June 5-7, 2025 is for 
anyone who is interested in or is already ministering among 
international students and scholars. Learn from others 
and share your knowledge and experience as well. Please 
express your interest in participating by completing the 
form at the link below so we can send you updates. †

https://tinyurl.com/ISM-Equipping2025

2025 ISM Equipping Conference
June 5-7, 2025

The end of the year is a great time 
to direct Thrivent Choice dollars to 
International Student Ministry, Inc.

If you donate to International Student 
Ministry, Inc. by having your bank send 
a check to ISM, please ensure that 
they have our correct address. Starting 
January, our forwarding order expires.

International Student Ministry, Inc.
5347 Donovan Ave.

Saint Louis MO 63109-2636

Check our address!

Planning together to apply what we learned

New Doorstep 
Schedule
December 1

March 1
June 15

September 1

We apologize for this late notice 
about the schedule change.



Advent and Christmas Prayers
	• May God guide all ISM sites 
and congregations in preparing 
for and welcoming students to 
Advent and Christmas activities.

	• May volunteers identify ways to 
welcome international students 
and scholars they know into 
personal, family, or church 
events.  

	• May each international student, 
scholar and family member 
have the opportunity to learn 
more about the depth of God’s 
love that caused Him to send 
His Son to take on flesh and be 
Immanuel.

University of Texas - Austin
Marcia Mittwede 
University Lutheran Church

	• Pray for “E” (from Central Asia) 
who has attended Bible class 
and seems to be open to learning 
about Jesus - that the Holy Spirit 
would open his heart to the 
Truth.

	• May God bless our English 
Conversation Class on December 
3 which will focus on the real 
meaning of Christmas and how 
it is celebrated by people in the 
U.S. 

	• May many stay on for our 
Christmas Potluck Party: we’ll 
bring Texas BBQ and students 
may bring cuisine that represents 
their country.  

	• May God move participants to 
pick up and read the free Bibles 
in English and other languages. 

University of Oklahoma
Vickie Loemker 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Norman

	• May God bless the international 
students who join us in 
decorating our church for 
Christmas on Dec. 6.

	• May God bless all who participate 
in our English Conversation 
discussions about Christmas 
foods on Dec. 7 and the meaning 
of Christmas on Dec. 14.

	• May God also bless the food 
sharing event and Christmas 
crafts for the children on the 
same day.

	• Pray for wisdom as we invite 
the several Muslim students 
to special Christmas church 
services. May God grant them 
open hearts and touch their lives.

University of Wisconsin
Judy Tang 
International Friendship Center in Madison

	• May international students 
and scholars meet American 
Christians, and learn how 
Americans and others celebrate 
Christmas as they participate in 
our Dec. 7 Christmas Party. 

	• May God grant us wisdom as we 
share about Christ’s birth and His 
Gospel.

	• May the Holy Spirit bring the 
women (T, L, N, C, X) in my Bible 
study to faith. We meet regularly 
for spiritual discussions. 

	• May God protect and provide for 
the IFC. 

	• May God bring a few more 
volunteers to the IFC as class 
teachers.

University of California - Santa Cruz
Pastor Freeman Li 
Santa Cruz Chinese Mission

	• Praise God for the growing 
number of students and scholars 
being blessed by the ministry of 
Santa Cruz Chinese Mission.

	• Praise God that Pastor Li is once 
again able to speak and walk 
following a stroke this spring.

	• Pray for continued healing and 
strength for Pastor Li. 

Concordia University Wisconsin
	• Praise God for the American 
students at Concordia University 
Wisconsin who gather weekly 
to talk and play games with 
international students enrolled 
there.

	• May God help the relationships 
between the American and 
international students to grow 
deeper. 

Monthly Equipping Zoom Calls
	• Praise God for the Monthly 
Equipping calls through Zoom 
that help those ministering 
among international students and 
scholars to grow in skills. 

	• Pray for wisdom in scheduling 
a call about ministering among 
Hindus in either mid December or 
mid January.   

	• Pray that this call will help many 
volunteers to grow in their 
relationships with the thousands 
of new Hindu students arriving 
on campuses each semester.

General
	• For international students who 
are finishing their first semester 
of classes in the US. 

	• For peace for them as they 
take exams and complete final 
projects. 

	• That their American friends will 
pray for them and encourage 
them.

	• For international teaching 
assistants and professors who 
are grading many papers.

	• May God help them to finish the 
semester well.

	• For the ISM Inc. Board as they 
prepare for face to face board 
meetings January 23-25, 2025.

In Depth Bible Seminar
	• For God to lead the students and 
scholars He desires to participate 
in the seminar.

	• For wisdom for site leaders and 
friends of new believers and 
seekers as they mention In Depth 
to them and encourage them to 
attend.

	• For wisdom for the team as they 
prepare the sessions and share 
publicity.

Equipping Conference 
	• For wisdom in selecting the 
best site for the 2025 Equipping 
Conference.

	• For God to bring together a 
solid planning committee for the 
Conference and guide them as 
they prepare.

	• For campus pastors and site 
leaders to share information 
about the Equipping Conference 
broadly among volunteers and 
others who may be interested in 
attending. †
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ISMPrayers December 2024 –
February 2025
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from Pastor Freeman Li
University of California - Santa Cruz
We have seen old students come back and new students 
arrive. I am currently keeping everything low key because I 
had a stroke in March. Now I am able to speak again. When 
walking, I sometimes need a cane and am still in the process of 
recovering. 

from Jennifer Rasch
University of North Texas, Denton
We hosted a progressive dinner for international 
students. A young lady from India mentioned that 
most students feel lonely because they miss their 
families. Even when they spend time with other 
people, they feel lonely. But when they are in our 
homes, they feel they have a family again — they 
are not so lonely. It means so much to them when 
Americans open their homes.

Ministry TidbitMinistry Tidbit Ministry TidbitMinistry Tidbit

Please use this address! 
Please use this address! 

Soon, mail will no longer 
Soon, mail will no longer 

be forwarded from WI. 
be forwarded from WI. 


