
Bridging 
Cultures - 
Building 
Connections
NOT ONLY AT 
PURDUE, Auburn 
and Concordia St. 
Paul, but all across 

the U.S., Lutherans 
are building connections and bridging 
cultures as they share Christ’s love. Pick 
up the Summer LWML Quarterly and 
read the 
story on 
pages 
12 and 
13, then 
pass it 
on to a 
friend! † 

LORD, WHAT ARE YOU DOING? It is 
easy to wonder what His plan is when 
things are going so well and then 
ministry changes so abruptly. Before 
COVID, our international ministry 
was going strong with lots of East 
Asian scholars and their families 
involved in social activities, Sunday 

morning Bible class, and Sunday 
school. I was meeting with two ladies 
individually to study the Bible. Both 
of them eventually were baptized and 
confirmed, and one of their daughters 
was baptized. Then in 2020, the 
University of 
North Texas 
sent all of the 
scholars back 
home. The 
international 
students who 
were still here 
were very 
uneasy about 
meeting for 
quite some 
time. Lord, what 
are you doing? 

But soon, some of the scholars 
asked me to start a Sunday school 
class on Zoom with their children. 
Some of them missed the time 
learning the Bible, but most of them 
wanted their kids to continue studying 
English. What an opportunity! I never 

thought I would be allowed to do 
something like this online, but if they 
asked for it, I was happy to oblige. 
The children were in third through 
sixth grade. A co-teacher and I  have 
continued those weekly classes for the 

past four years. 
I love listening 
to these young 
people pray at 
the beginning 
of each class. 
Their parents 
may not believe, 
but these young 
people certainly 
do. Now that 
they are older, 
we are taking 
them through 

Luther’s Small Catechism and the book 
of John. I believe that the Lord will use 
them in ways that are beyond what we 
can imagine. 

God has slowly brought East Asian 
students back to us, and they bring 
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PSALM 67 IS A PRAYER WE CAN PRAY 
for international students and scholars 
as well as for all the peoples of the 
earth: 

May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known on earth,

    your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;

    let all the peoples praise you!

When we pray “Let all peoples 
praise you,” we are praying for those 
in every ethnic group, religion, caste, 

and more. We are praying that 
individuals from the 119 distinct 
peoples of Vietnam and the 298 
distinct peoples of Bangladesh 
and the 542 distinct peoples of 
Nigeria would hear God’s truth, 
trust in him and praise him. In 
Vietnam, 58 percent of the distinct 
peoples are unreached with the 
gospel. Whole extended families, 
and even neighborhoods and towns, 
have no one who knows of Jesus. In 
Bangladesh, the situation is more grim: 93 

Reaching Unreached People
Sue Hasselbring
Ministry Catalyst

English, Music and Relationship Lead to Christ
Jennifer Rasch
University of North Texas, Denton

(Continued - See “Unreached” p. 3)

(Continued - See “English” p. 4)

What a blessing to see the young students in East Asia confess 
that “Dudes love Jesus”!
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All of us are defined, guided, and 
sometimes controlled by our culture. 
Each culture is a unique blend of 
giving honor to others, doing what 
is right to others and empowering 
others. Large portions of Africa and 
Asia emphasize avoiding shame and 
giving honor and are called shame-
honor cultures. But most Americans 
emphasize doing what is right by 
preserving innocence and avoiding 
guilt (guilt-innocence cultures). Tribal 
groups in Africa, Asia and the Pacific 
islands focus on growing power and 
decreasing fear (fear-power cultures). 
Take a look at the countries on the 
map with horizontal lines to see if 
you have connections with students 
from shame-honor cultures! Many 
international students are from the 
Eastern countries of India, China, 
and Korea, in which honor is a high 
priority. Understanding shame-honor 
cultures can help us communicate 
more effectively with international 
friends and share the gospel in 
effective ways.

A shame-honor culture has at 
least three pillars: social capital, 
family, and maintaining honor. 
Boosting one’s social capital means 
things like desiring a prestigious 
degree, being concerned about 

outward appearance, or ensuring 
family members are well-behaved in 
public. Your social capital can lead 
to power and influence or can be an 
indicator of one’s character and ability. 
The second pillar, family, has broad 
ramifications. Children are expected 
to be independent and self-sufficient 
while also honoring and depending on 
elders appropriately. If a child were to 
convert to a different religion, reject 
a parent’s advice, or behave rudely 
in public, the entire family could be 
shamed by the community. The third 
pillar is maintaining and restoring 
honor. When someone is shamed, 
families and individuals make great 
efforts to restore honor, sometimes 
through favors or giving gifts. Families 
may take extreme measures, such as 
cutting ties with children who acted 
dishonorably. 

Shame-honor cultures have 
many beautiful aspects. People from 
these cultures are often incredibly 
hospitable, love to give and receive 
gifts, and enjoy sharing meals with 
others. Honorifics and politeness 
are very important. My international 
friends are very generous, and 
through friendship with them I’ve 
become a better gift receiver and 
giver! Through these students, I’ve 
learned so much about respect, 
kindness, and the power of caring for 

others.
Understanding the importance 

of shame and honor in the Bible is a 
crucial tool for effective ministry. As 
Westerners, we may share more Bible 
stories and principles that focus on 
guilt and innocence than on shame 
and honor. What Bible stories can you 
think of that directly address shame 
and honor? Perhaps you thought of 
the woman at the well (John 4) or the 
story of Hagar and Ishmael (Genesis 
21). Passages with a shame and honor 
focus may resonate more with friends 
from shame-honor cultures. In a small 
group, try creating a list of more 
stories. Reflecting on the three pillars 
may help. You’ll be surprised at how 
many there are. 

Your friends from shame-honor 
cultures can help you learn even 
more about honor. Talk to and build 
relationships with students, colleagues, 
or neighbors from these communities. 
Ask questions like, help me understand 
how people in your culture show 
honor. Like me, you may sometimes 
unintentionally cause shame. Pray 
often for guidance, and give thanks 
that God’s grace is for us and others. 
God bless! †

Find an interactiver version of the map 
below at: https://honorshame.com/map/

Global Map of Culture Types

Culture Type Levels

Shame High

Shame Medium

Shame Low

Guilt High

Guilt Medium

Guilt Low

Fear High

Fear Medium

Fear Low

The Unwritten Rules of Shame-Honor Cultures
Katie Olszowy
Trinity Lutheran Church, Auburn, AL
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percent of the 542 peoples are unreached.  
The term “unreached” was developed 

in the 1980’s as a group of Christians 
made lists of the peoples and languages 
of each country. They decided that if less 
than 5 percent of a people profess to be 
Christian that they would call that people 
“unreached” by the gospel. Unless a 
Christian from another people becomes 
their friend, it is unlikely that they will hear 
of Jesus.

Many international students and 
scholars, especially those from India, 
Bangladesh, Japan, Pakistan and the 
Middle East are from unreached peoples. 
They may never have met a Christian 
before coming to the United States. Christ 
is encouraging his followers to “Go!” to 
these students and scholars. We can be 
intentional about being a friend, staying in 

touch, visiting them, and inviting them to 
come to our home or to go with us to the 
store or a concert. 

The numbers of peoples and 
of unreached peoples may feel 
overwhelming. God doesn’t expect us 
to know about all unreached peoples. 
However, like Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:19-
20, we want to adjust our approach based 
on those among whom we are ministering. 
We do that better if we know that a single 
country may have many different peoples 
and that some peoples are less reached 
with the gospel than others. 

Praise God that he numbers the hairs 
on the head of each person. Whether they 
know God or not, God knows them and 
deeply loves them and desires to bless 
them with the gift of salvation through 
Jesus.  †

Effective witness among Muslims 
requires understanding key aspects 
about Islam and growing in our 
relationship with people from Muslim 
backgrounds. Some key points about 
Islam include the following: While 
Jesus is mentioned in the Qur’an, it 
portrays Him only as one of many 
prophets and not as God Himself. The 
Qur’an is similar to the Holy Bible in 
some ways, but Christians should be 
aware of the “Qur’an kaleidoscope.” 
Just as a kaleidoscope changes what 
one sees, the Qur’an mentions many 
famous people in the Bible, but in 
vastly different contexts — thus 
negating biblical facts. For instance, in 
the Qur’an Jesus is neither crucified 
nor does He rise from the dead. 
Similarly, in the Qur’an Abraham’s 
promised son is not Isaac but Ishmael. 

Muslims from different countries 
and different subgroups of Islam 
perceive the gospel and Christians 
differently. For historical reasons, 
Iranians are quite receptive to the 
gospel, whereas people from other 
Muslim countries are often less open. 
As many as one third of Iranians may 
secretly be Christian. 

What are some tips for sharing 

with Muslims? Ask Muslims about 
themselves: What country they come 
from, their culture, their family. Get to 
know the person first, be their friend, 
and build trust. That will provide a 
good background for sharing the best 
news in the world — that by believing 
in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, they 
will have life in His name. Do not 
assume that all Muslims believe the 
same thing. Listen well to each one 
to understand their perspective. Take 
time to learn from others ministering 
among Muslims and hear their stories.

Every Christian is a missionary. All 
of us are to share the joyous gospel 
— as we have opportunity, gently and 
winsomely — regardless of who the 
other person is and from where they 
come. †

Rev. Christian Tiews is an LCMS missionary 
who brings the gospel in Word and Sacrament 

to Iranian immigrants in Germany.  
Follow him on facebook Christian C. Tiews.
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(“Unreached” continued from p. 1)

Witnessing among  
Muslims
Rev. Christian Tiews
Speaker at Equipping Conference 2024

Pastor Tiews spends many hours in discussions 
with his friends from Iran, answering questions and 

developing trust. 

Pastor Tiews welcomes an Iranian family into God’s Kingdom through the waters of baptism.

Helpful Information about 
Unreached Peoples 

A video about unreached peoples. 
   https://tinyurl.com/UnReVideo

A set of slides about unreached peoples.
   https://tinyurl.com/UnReSlides

A webpage where you can learn more about 
the peoples in any country of the world. 
   https://tinyurl.com/PeopleByCountry

Prayer requests by country from  
Operation World 
   OperationWorld.org/locations/

NOTE REGARDING THIS ARTICLE AND THESE 
RESOURCES:: Some ideas expressed by Joshua 
Project and Operation World do not align with 
Lutheran theology. Use what is helpful.



their friends. Dani is a singer. Since 
I am the Music Director at St. Paul, 
that is a good connecting point 
for us. Dani sings in the choir and 
takes piano lessons from me. She 
loves the interaction with the sweet 
choir ladies and wants to learn the 
Western system of music notation. 
Dani is a sweet young lady, but 
she doesn’t let her guard down 
with everyone. Over time, she has 
trusted me with some personal 
difficulties in her life, which led to 
time in prayer and the sharing of 
scripture. I invited her to meet with 
me regularly to discuss the Bible. 
Some may think that was pushy to 
invite her, but she was grateful to 
be asked, and I was touched by her 
positive response.

My husband and I have prayed 
for the opportunity to reach out 
to the huge Indian population in 
our community, and last fall, God 
answered our prayer. One Sunday 
Kumar walked through our doors 
for worship. He had attended 
the Lutheran church as a boy 
in India, although his family was 
not Lutheran. Kumar has started 
attending the young adult class that 
meets in our home, and asks so 
many deep questions. He spends 
lots of time with our family, and 
recently asked if he could call 
us Mom and Dad. At first, I was 
flustered, but we have enjoyed that 
relationship. Thank you, Lord, for 
sending each person our way. We 
know that you have a plan, and we 
trust you. †

I WAS AFRAID THAT BEING A LEADER 
in an English Conversation Class would 
be too hard. I was nervous. How would I 
think of things to speak about?  I recently 
had retired and was looking for volunteer 
opportunities that would help others and 
that I would enjoy. Marcia Mittwede, the 
leader of the University of Texas Austin 
ISM group, had asked us to pray that the 
Lord would provide English Conversation 
Class leaders. I was drawn to giving it a 
try, but …
I contacted Marcia, and she encouraged 
me to come observe one of the 
Conversation Classes.  

After attending, I was all in 
because Marcia provided the topic 
and questions. What fun 
interacting with participants 
from many countries! 

That was years ago 
now. Here are some tips I’ve 
learned over the years for 
facilitating a group: 

Start by asking each 
person to tell something 
about themselves. If 
participants know each 
other, ask them to talk about 
something they have done 
lately. 

After asking a question, 

call on each participant to answer that 
question before proceeding to the 
next question. This allows each one to 
practice their English. 

I do not answer the questions 
myself because I want participants to 
have more time to practice speaking 
English. 

If one person speaks too long, 
I gently intervene by saying, “that’s 
interesting,” or, “thanks for sharing,” 
and calling on the next person to 
speak. 

If participants have a low English 
level, I use a translation app on my 
phone. I speak in English, and it 
repeats what I said in their language. 

This helps them stay engaged 
and keep up somewhat with the 
conversation. I may ask another 
participant who speaks the same 
language to help the participants with 
lower English skills to understand what 
is going on. 

I have learned so much about 
the world from interacting with 
international students and scholars. It 
has helped them, and it helps me as I 
help them. I would encourage anyone 
interested in facilitating a group to give 
it a try. It’s certainly worth the time 
and has been a blessing to me in my 
life. †
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English Conversation Classes - Good for Students and for Me!
Betty Bobo 
English Conversation Leader, University Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas

Same Mission,  
New Logo and Address

International Student Ministry, Inc. continues to 
encourage and equip God’s people for intentional 
gospel ministry among international students and 
scholars. However, our address changed in late 
2023, and our logo changed three months ago. 
Please discard any envelopes you may have with 
our former address in Stevens Point. If you give 
through your bank account, please inform your 
bank of our new address. To be good stewards 
of our resources, we will continue to use some 
materials with our old logo until they are out of 
stock. Be sure to check out our new logo that is 
featured in this issue of Doorstep. It was designed 
to communicate that through loving connections 
we proclaim the gospel with a global perspective.

Betty Bobo with English Conversation Group



University of North Texas
Jennifer Rasch, St. Paul Lutheran Church and 
University Center in Denton

	• Pray for continued good learning 
of English, the Catechism and the 
gospel of John by the teens who 
zoom in from East Asia.

	• Thank God for the volunteers that 
we have, and pray for even more 
volunteers to join us in this ministry 
so each student can have a one-on-
one friendship with a Christian.

	• Pray for more contacts with Chinese 
and Indian students who are open to 
relationships.

	• Pray for deeper relationships with 
the Indian students. 

University of Central Arkansas
Jason Hancock, Peace Lutheran Church in 
Conway

	• Praise God that Jason Hancock, a 
professor of English, is restarting 
ministry among internationals at 
UCA. 

	• Pray that Jason and other volunteers 
will find ways to interact with the 
international students from Asia, 
Africa and Europe.

	• May God provide the needed 
resources and sufficient volunteers 
to begin the work. 

	• May God guide Peace Lutheran 
Church as they go through a 
transition period.

Boston College, Harvard, 
Northeastern, MIT 
Rev. Miguel Barcelos, First Lutheran Church, 
Boston, MA 

	• Thank God for First Lutheran Church 
in Boston, which serves as a home 
away from home for students and 
researchers from the area’s colleges 
and universities. 

	• Thank God for providing contact 
with 120 students from several 
universities and multiple countries in 
Asia and Africa.

	• Thank God for the Bible study 
taught by Pastor Barcelos. May God 
continue to open the hearts  
of all of the students who attend. 

Arriving Students and Scholars
	• May God help all students and 
scholars to arrive safely at their 
university and be able to find 
suitable living arrangements.

	• May God move many Christians to 
volunteer to offer rides, welcome 
students and help them in practical 
ways.

	• May God grant grace to all 
ministering among international 
students during these very busy 
weeks: May God grant health, 
strength and the fruit of his Spirit.

Unreached Peoples 
	• Thank God for the ISM sites which 
minister to students from unreached 
people groups. 

	• Pray that the people in the 465,000 
Indian villages with no Christian 
presence will have access to the 
gospel via the 268,923 Indian 
students currently studying in the 
U.S.

	• An estimated 70,000 people from 
unreached groups around the world 
die each day. Pray to the Lord of 
the harvest to send workers into His 
harvest fields. Pray that American 
Christians will pray, send, and go 
to these people with the gospel of 
Jesus. 

	• Pray that Christian university 
students will become aware of the 
great need for the gospel to reach 
the unreached among international 
students. May they also develop 
ways to bring Jesus’ love to 
unreached students.

Honoring others 
	• May God help all of us grow in our 
understanding of those from honor-
shame cultures. 

	• May God help his people to 
remember that Jesus was Middle 
Eastern.

	• May God help us to be willing 
to learn from Asians how they 
understand Jesus’ life, words 
and deeds from their cultural 
perspective. 

	• May God open our eyes to see 
how God deeply values family 
relationships, how he bestows his 
honor on us who have dishonored 
him, and how, by placing his name 
on us in baptism, he has given us 
the honor of calling us his own. 

Ministry Catalyst
	• Wisdom in following up with leaders 
and potential leaders of new ISM 
sites.

	• Wisdom in hiring an assistant who 
will take on important tasks freeing 

the Catalyst to provide more support 
to ISM volunteers and sites.

	• Praise God for the many ISM 
prayer partners who have provided 
accommodation for Sue during 
conferences and other events.

	• Praise God that dates are set for 
In-Depth Bible Seminar May 14-21, 
2025 and Equipping Conference May 
29-31. 

Equipping Conference application
May God help the Equipping 
Conference participants and all 
ministering among internationals to:

	• Involve American Lutherans in 
ministry among international 
students.

	• Develop caring relationships with 
Muslims, understand them and share 
Christ’s truth and grace in ways that 
communicate well.

	• Find people of peace where 
international students and scholars 
live so that Bible study and other 
activities might be offered near the 
students.

	• When inviting international students 
and scholars to a worship service, 
to prepare for what they might 
experience, and take time to listen 
to their reflections and answer 
questions afterward. 

If you would like to receive more 
frequent prayer requests by email, 
please write isminc@isminc.org 
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In Honor and Memory of:
We praise God for each person you honor 
or remember as you give. From January 
2024 through June 2024, gifts totalling the 
following amounts have been received.

In Memory of:
Janet Dickhudt $20
Robert Dickhudt &  
    Dennis Tino $2,625.97
Robert Dickhudt $1,000
Larry Huedepohl $1,000
Rev. Dr. Karl Lutze $360
Carl Selle $150

In Honor of: 
Dorothy Fechner $50
Sue Hasselbring $1,000
Karol Selle $50
Jean Zeinert $50
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Because of the  
Equipping Conference…
Participants at the 2024 Equipping Conference left 
the event with many ideas on how to improve their 
ministries. Here are just a few examples:

	• Change our local name to connect better 
with students

	• Pass on resources and training to volun-
teers

	• Prepare students and debrief when invit-
ing them to worship service

	• Encourage more American students to get 
involved with international students

	• Listen to Muslim friends
	• Find people of peace where international 
students live

	• Be more gracious

Next year’s Equipping Conference will be held May 
29-31, 2025. Mark your calendars now and plan to 
attend!

The fifteen full-time Equipping Conference participants were 
joined by ten part-time participants.

Carly Hamlyn shares her experience as an LCMS university student 
ministering among international students.


