
A dozen cAmpus 
pastors, along with some 

district and national leaders 
and others who support them 
gathered to learn from each 
other. I think these tidbits are 
potentially relevant to us as 
we intentionally engage with 
international students and 
scholars. U

Look for these post-it notes 
sprinkled throughout this issue 
of Doorstep News. Which of 
these might encourage or guide 
your ministry or prayers?
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What is “ISM”?
Sue Hasselbring, Ministry Catalyst, ISM Inc.

neAr one cAmpus, one person 
intentionally engages with interna-

tional students and scholars weekly at 
a coffee house for guided discussions. 
near another campus, a formal non-prof-
it with three part-time lay staff and 20 
volunteers offer Bible studies, ESL 
classes, and monthly cultural events for 
international students, scholars and their 
families. At yet another campus, lunches 
with Bible study are hosted weekly in 
the Lutheran room on campus led by 
a pastor assigned by the district. each 
of these is intentional ministry among 
internationals, each are Ism! 

our vision as Ism Inc. is that 
international students and scholars have 
support and community for campus 
life. That looks different in each place 
depending on the needs and interests of 
the international students and scholars, 

Continued on page 5

Glimpses into a Campus Ministry Summit

In-Depth Bible Seminar 2022
JJ Voelker, Kent State University

over the yeArs, we have 
been blessed to send quite a few 

students to the In-depth conference.  
they all have come back saying what 
a wonderful experience it was for 
them as they got to learn about Jesus, 
study the Bible, meet 
new friends, and 
see some amazing 
sights of St. Louis.  
the students had a 
great combination 
of learning and 
experience.  their 
experiences and the stories that they 
told were definitely highlights for them.

one such student was named 
Arissa.  she attended the In-depth 
conference the week after her American 
college graduation.  In-depth was very 
uplifting and equipping for her.  she 

hadn’t been baptized yet, but In-depth 
helped to answer all of her remaining 
questions.  In-depth strengthened her 
faith and helped her grow as a disciple 
of christ.  When she went back to her 
home country she got baptized, to be 

a stronger witness to her 
family.  As the next year 
started, she even started 
to lead a Bible study for 
women at her church. U

please be thinking and 
praying about who from 
your ministry should go to 

In-depth.  Are they a seeker? newly 
baptized? Been a Christian for a long 
time and need a boost in their faith?  
Others? Send them May 16-20!

this year, registration will be online. 
contact sue@isminc.org if you need the 
invitation letter and link. U

Our hospitality 
is an extension 

of God’s 
hospitality!
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GrEETingS TO aLL 
Congregations, iSM Site Leaders,. 

site volunteers, supporters, and anyone 
else interested!

during the past couple months 
we have been working to build closer 
connection and collaboration between 
the eighty-six Ism site leaders, 
volunteers and staff from across the 
united states. In late december and 
early January, representatives and 
leaders from nine Ism sites met via 
zoom. We set up the zoom gatherings 
in order to fellowship with each 
other, share about God’s work on 
our campuses, reflect on highlights 
and challenges at 
different sites, and 
brainstorm ideas 
of topics for future 
meetings our goal 
is to learn from and 
encourage each 
other. 

While the 
discussions flow 
freely, we try to 
identify a particular topic or two for 
each meeting. some of the topics we 
have covered or will cover are engaging 
international students & scholars, 
congregational involvement, funding, 
information sharing, training, and 
sharing success stories.

As part of the process, we try to 
mutually agree upon a topic that is a 
priority for the various ministries of 
those attending the meeting. For the late 
January meeting, we settled on the topic: 
“new Avenues for connecting with 
International students and scholars.” 

What is a meeting like, you ask? 
The meetings are filled with the mutual 
sharing of ideas and encouragement 
for the benefit of everyone involved. 
everyone shared their observations 
about current “connection” 
circumstances (such as zoom being 
a blessing and a challenge, what has 
worked, and how international people 
connect with each other and with 
americans). Together, we reflected and 
analyzed causes of specific situations 
in our respective ministries. We 

thought about the felt needs of 
international students and scholars. 
We considered how cultural 
beliefs can hinder connection. We 
also brainstormed and evaluated 
courses of action we might 
take to improve our connection 
with international students and 
scholars. We tried to think together 
about what would help bring our ideas 
to reality.

We hope to have calls like this once a 
month or so. We all have busy schedules 
and are spread across four time zones 
(or even six when we include hawai’i!), 
so it is challenging to find a time that is 

good for everyone. We 
determined the “best” 
time for the meeting 
based on surveying the 
people who wanted to 
attend. 

the February 
topic was: “Building 
relationships of trust 
with International 
students and scholars.” 

PlAn tO JOIn US In tHe fUtUre. 
here’s what the march and April 

meetings will look like:

training volunteers to relate well to 
internationals
• Wed March 23 – 8am Pacific, 9am 

Mountain, 10am Central, and 11am 
eastern

• Mon March 28 – 10am Pacific, 
11am mountain, noon central, and 
1pm eastern

Connecting with Muslims: ways to 
engage and ISM testimonies

• Mon april 25 10am Pacific, 11am 
mountain, noon central, and 1pm 
eastern

• Wed april 27 8am Pacific, 9am 
Mountain, 10am Central, and 11am 
eastern

If you would like to join the 
discussion on the next two topics, 
contact sue (sue@isminc.org).

zooming crucial ism issues
Amy elwert, lake Orion, MI

Participatory Meetings Aim to Connect,  
Examine Relevant Topics, and Encourage Site Leaders and Volunteers
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pArtIcIpAtInG in these 
zoom calls helps. I don’t feel 

so alone in my ministry anymore 
because I’m connecting with others 
in International student ministry!

I really encourage you to take 
advantage of the upcoming zoom 
calls/discussions. It’s worth every 
minute! sue plans very productive, 
efficient, and interactive meetings. 
many ideas and experiences are 
shared. you are sure to get some 
helpful tips for ministry! 

God is at work through all of our 
ministries. It’s great to share what 
he is doing with one another and to 
give him the glory! We certainly 
experience challenges. yet, we 
can be a blessing to each other by 
praying for each other. U

A Zoom Meeting 
Participant’s 
Perspective
Dorinda Werner

What has God given 
us that we are not 

yet using (people, time, place, skills, things), 
but that might be a 
blessing to others?

Watch for e-mail notices with topics 
and zoom meeting links. even if you 
are unable to join, please let us know 
any other topics of interest to you in 
your specific location/context. god’s 
blessings on each of our connections 
and relationships! U

Start small 
and grow 

from there!



my name is Grace moody. I’m 
in the 6th month of a part-time 

internship program at Grand valley 
state university with Ism Inc., and 
pastor marin cerchez, at st. Johns 
Lutheran Church, Jenison, Mi.

I am very blessed with the 
opportunity to intern with Ism because 
it has given me the heart to remain 
intentional with others and make 
connections with people from other 
countries! I have enjoyed pursuing 
relationships with people i find 
similarities with, as well as those with 
whom i have differences. 

I have met many international 
students by attending an international 
student organization that is registered 
as a club through my university. I am 
so thankful to God for leading me to be 
a part of this organization. the leaders 
are so caring for others, and it has truly 
inspired me. pastor marin has taught 
me that we are all (st. John’s church, 
Ism, and the student organization)  
working for the same purpose because 
it is about what God is doing, and we 

get to be a part of it. I have kept this 
in mind since the beginning of the 
internship. 

some things we have done include 
celebrating Diwali – an indian holiday 
– with students in november. We went 

to an Indian restaurant to celebrate, 
and then went to an American home 
for chai tea and Indian desserts and 
sparklers. I also was able to celebrate 
thanksgiving with students. A lot of 
them were experiencing thanksgiving 
for the first time. Whenever i hangout 
with my international student friends, 
the evening always ends with dancing! 
Looking ahead to this month, we are 
planning a valentine’s day party!

this semester I have the opportunity 
to lead a Bible study that is open to 
non-believer international students. my 
prayer is that I will be able to share the 
good news out of the joy given to me 
through christ. Finding similarities 

beside the differences in beliefs and 
culture has given me the right posture 
to share the good news: I am a mere 
human and need Jesus just as much as 
anyone. 

showing others you care about 
them by asking them questions and 
showing them you want to hear their 
story is a way I can share the love of 
christ with others. I am learning this 
in many settings. I value one-on-one 
conversations because I get to hear 
their story and show them I care. 
driving students around to and from 
the Bible studies and other events is 
something I have found valuable for 
making these connections. this lesson 
has also spread out into other parts of 
my life. For example, talking with my 
st. John’s host-family while sharing 
time by cooking with one another has 
also shown me how much giving others 
your time can go. I also have recently 
called my family members more 
because I know how much it means to 
me when someone shows me they care 
by reaching out. even in my student 
teaching classroom, I have practiced 
this as well. 

I am so thankful for the opportunity 
to be a part of this  ministry. I really 
did not know what to expect at the 
beginning, but I am seeing God’s 
faithfulness through this. I’m looking 
forward to all that this semester 
will hold with the Bible studies and 
developing relationships with others. I 
recommend this internship to anyone 
who is looking to meet new people, care 
for others, and give God control of how 
he allows the mission work to happen. 
thank you so much to Ism for this 
opportunity. U
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UPDATE FROM Grace Moody, ISM intern

Gifts in Honor/Memory of...
We praise God for current and former Ism workers as well as relatives of yours whom you 
honor or remember as you give. In the past six months, the following gifts have been received:

In Memory of:
Ted Haske $25
Jon Schroeder $25
rev. Karl Lutze $180
Carl Selle $2500 (with Karol)
Mildred Seefeld and Carl Selle $2500

In Honor of:
gena (Meyer) nelson $200
Sue Hasselbring $1040
Karol Selle $2500 (with Carl)

Give others the gift of being with them, listening to their pain and their joys.

Look for ways 
to meet both 
felt needs and 
deeper needs



seventy students, both us and 
international,  poured into All 

Saints Lutheran Church, Slippery rock, 
pennsylvania in January to experience 
christian fellowship and enjoy the 
homemade meal faithfully 
prepared by Jo dublin. 
Jo is a Korean christian 
who passionately includes 
students in her life for the 
sake of the Gospel. 

Jo was born into a 
home with few earthly 
possessions, but rich in 
Christian love. Because 
of her mother, she and all 
her siblings are christian. 
When she moved to the 
us with her christian 
husband mark who was 
an American soldier, her 
faith came with her. Jo 
took a special interest 
in international students, delighting to 
share the gospel with them. 

in 2010, Jo invited my 
husband and me to a games night 
she hosted which included one of her 
homemade meals. We had been involved 
in a movie and pizza night at All saints 

for some years, but 
realized that the students 
were “pizza-ed out”.  my 
husband was praying 
that God would send us 
a cook so we could serve 
homemade meals. Jo 
was the answer to that 
prayer! 

Jo shows her love for 
Jesus in her actions and 
words to students. she 
often visits a local farm 
to harvest fresh Asian 
cabbage and radishes to 
include in her meals. she 
sends all the leftovers 
home with the students 

to eat in their dorms. she refuses all 
gifts except one given to her favorite 

charity. We 
give God thanks that Jo is 
so willing and loving, always sharing 
God’s Word with students. U
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god’s word spreads through ism grants
In 2021, iSM Inc. DiSBurSED 

Christ-Centered Resource Grants 
totalling $3,100 to seven iSM sites from 
pennsylvania to california. now those 
grants are bearing fruit as God’s people 
intentionally engage with international 
students, scholars and their families. 
congregations and Ism sites may apply 
for a grant at any time using the applica-
tion on the Ism website or by contacting 
sue@isminc.org for more information.

GIft Of CHIneSe BIBleS

Hope Lin (not her real name. For 
security and safety, this entry contains 
no identifying information) arrived with 
us as an elementary school student from 
china. she was here with a host family 
while her dad was a visiting scholar at 
an American university. hope left the 
area for a few years but recently arrived 
back with us. she attends a local high 
school as a sophomore now. she did 
not have a Chinese/English Bible so 
we were excited to give her one. her 
chinese host family is not christian and 
we were able to give them a Bible, too, 

which is an exciting witnessing oppor-
tunity. We are excited that this gift can 
help to further establish our relationship 
with Hope. Looking forward to getting 
her connected with our church. As we 
are not far from Lent we are hoping to 
connect her with a small group and be 
able to use the Bible in our local Luther-
an congregation.

We are thankful for the Ism grant that 
helped make this happen.

InternAtIOnAl StUDentS 
AttenD tHAnKSGIVInG feASt

On Sunday, november 14 - before the 
students would leave on break -  your 
campus mission in pittsburgh celebrated 
its annual thanksgiving feast, co-spon-
sored by the Pittsburgh Lutheran Deaf 
Ministry (PLDM) and aided by a grant 
from Ism, Inc.  We had a wonderful mix 
of members and guests from the parish, 
campus ministry, deaf mission, 
blind ministry, etc: 50 people total. 
one of our international students 
from Japan, “corito,” attended 

Christian worship for the first time ever 
and the meal immediately after the 
service with her family (see attached 
photos).  she wrote to me a couple days 
later: “thank you for last sunday. I’m 
happy to experience sunday divine 
service and traditional thanksgiving din-
ner!”  Before, she knew nothing about 
Jesus and had never opened a Bible. 
She has now been attending Bible study 
every week with us.

First trinity, pittsburgh is thrilled to 
serve international and us students 
attending local universities, including 
university of pittsburgh, carnegie-mel-
lon, and chatham college. U

Jo Dublin: An Answer to Prayer
August Mennell, Slipper rock, PA

Jo Dublin shares leftovers 
from Korean Student Meal 
with Jin Lee. Jin Lee helps 

spread the word to other stu-
dents at Slippery Rock Uni-
versity about the free meal. Mrs. Augusta Mennell shares a moment with 

Jo Dublin who cooks the Korean Student 
Meal for the All Saints Lutheran Church and 

Student Center’s Campus Ministry.



the giftings and availability of God’s 
people in that place, and the connections 
to the university. 

What about university connections? 
one student-led Ism (mentored by a 
director of christian education) is reg-
istered with the campus as a student-led 
group and receives regular funding for 
their events. several Ism site leaders 
serve on the campus committee for 
religious organizations. many Ism sites 
participate in new student orientation 
and are allowed to post notices about 
their events. maintaining such connec-
tions takes time and commitment. In 
other places, where such connections 
are impossible or difficult, communi-
cation is passed student to student, or 

events are announced on the 
church’s outdoor signs.  

some intentional 
ministry among internation-
al students and scholars is 
closely linked to “LCMS u” 
campus ministry efforts. Oth-
ers are completely separate. 
some have only volunteers, 
some only paid staff, others a 
mixture of the two. 

Is one way of being Ism 
better than another? no. Each offers op-
portunity and challenges. All require us 
to depend on God to strengthen, sustain, 
and guide us. perhaps, as you have read 
you realized that you or your congre-
gation are doing Ism or could start 

doing it! We would 
love to list you and your congregation 
on the Ism list of ministries. We’d love 
to add you to our Ism leader’s discus-
sion list so you can share your ideas and 
experiences with others. contact sue 
(sue@isminc.org). U

What is ISM from page 1

In-Depth Bible Seminar

praise for providing toddhall retreat center 
as the venue for In-depth. may God bless the 
staff who serve there.

For God to guide students and scholars to reg-
ister for the 2022 in-Depth Seminar.

For God to provide a team to serve, teach, and 
care for the children who attend.

For guidance for JJ voelker and sue as they 
prepare the In-depth seminar sessions.

For additional staff for the in-Depth Seminar.

From Sue Hasselbring Ministry Catalyst

that participants from across the us who 
attended the Best Practices in Ministry (BPM) 
conference in phoenix would begin intention-
ally reaching out to international students and 
scholars, encouraging others to join them.

For wisdom in prioritizing which conferences 
and conventions to attend.

For appropriate follow-up with various 
contacts: potential new sites, BPM, those 
registered for In-depth, and those who have 
requested help.

From Bob Dickhudt, Detroit, MI

the Ism site at Wayne state university, 
detroit, has been “pandemic-caused inactive,” 
but HOPE aBOunDS for potential re-start in 
the weeks ahead. pray for us: for wisdom and 
strength and good ideas and the Lord’s leading.

From Marcia Mittweded, Austin, Texas

For m, e, J (s. Korea); h (turkey);  n, y 
(Japan); G (hungary); who have all responded 
to our offer to send 
them a free Bible 
(thanks to a Grant 
from Ism, Inc.).  
ask the Lord to 
continue to draw 
them and family 
members to himself 
as they read and 
study these new 
Bibles.

please continue to 
pray for n (Japan) 
and her kids. (not christians yet.) Jesus is at 
work!! here’s an excerpt from a recent mes-
sage: “...my second daughter asked a question 
about Jesus, so i gave her a children’s Bible. 
she sat next to me for about an hour and read 
the Bible.” 

More good news!  K&T (Belarus) have asked 
pr. richard to baptize their baby girl on Feb. 
26. The baptism will be “zoomed” to the family 
in Belarus so they can also join the event.  
Thank the Lord and ask that other internation-
als who attend will also be touched by God’s 
spirit. 

From Eric Andrae, Pittsburgh, PA

“corito” and her family came to the divine 
service this past sunday; 
the first time ever they have 
been to christian wor-
ship.  Afterward, they also 
joined about fifty people 
from our parish, campus 
ministry, deaf mission, and 
blind center at our annual 
thanksgiving dinner (see 
attached pictures).

prayer request for zoë 
huelsman, our deaconess 
intern who is teaching ESL 

class, and for me as i continue to teach ESL Bi-
ble study. prayers for one of our new students, 
“cortito” from Japan, who has never heard of 
Jesus or opened a Bible before, as well as for 
“Jamesi” joins us online from Asia, a muslim 
who really desires to learn more about christi-
anity and to come to the united states.U
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Avoid assuming that 
others have negative 
motivations, rather 
truly care for others 

and build relationships.

It takes multiple persistent 
friendly contacts over time 
to really connect. Follow up 
regularly with volunteers, 

with students, with student 
affairs personnel



We want to hear from you!
We've been hearing amazing ways that people are connecting international students and scholars 

with the love of christ. please send in your articles, pictures and especially your prayer requests. 

Please send your submissions for the May/June issue by email. Deadline is april 1, 2022

• See our privacy policy on our website

• Send your submission as a Word document and images as separate files.

• Please include your name, your role, and the ministry and/or campus you serve.

Get the doorstep news online at: https://www.isminc.org/news

Join our facebook group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Ismcommunity

email us at: isminc@isminc.org

e-mail: ISMinc@ISMinc.org                                Web site: www.ISMinc.org 

The Doorstep is the official publication of iSM, inc., 
a recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran 
church—missouri synod, dedicated to ministry among 
international students.

International student ministry, Inc
PO Box 22 Stevens Point, Wi 54481-0022
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